How to Write Scenes that Sing

By NWP Publisher Sandy Lender

Every writer experiences a moment during his or her manuscript when he or she stares at the computer screen and wonders, “Oh my God, how can I fix this crap?” I think the number of these moments increases as a deadline nears. Something that helps writers is to take individual scenes apart from their start to finish. Treat each scene as a mini-book with a start, middle, and “end”; with a hook and climax; with a completed purpose, no matter how trite the purpose may seem; with a clear goal for the character who stars in the scene. Here are some tips to help you check your scenes to be sure they pass the mini-book test.

If you have a scene that fails the mini-book test or that doesn’t “work” for you on some other level, a re-write may be in order.
